
                                                                              Town of Corinth Selectboard   

                                                        PO Box 461 Corinth, VT 05039                                

                                                            

                                                              Approved Minutes of Selectboard Meeting          

                                                                         Tuesday, August 4, 2026


Attending for the board: Chair Holly Groschner  Carl Demrow, and Stephen Devoto. Anne Rosten Selectboard Clerk. Lee 
Porter, Road Commissioner; Norm Collette, Chair Cemetery Commissioner,  Jon Ruggles, Sarah Polli, Bob Fortunati, Jeff 
McLaughlin, and Planning Board Commissioner Patrick Martin.  Via Zoom: Neil and Ahn Ryan, Luke Campbell, Matt Nola, 
and Gary Apfel.

 

Chair Holly Groschner called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.


Welcome and Agenda Approval

Groschner  welcomed all attendees and asked for any changes to the agenda. It was noted that an executive session of 
the selectboard was held directly before this meeting at 5:30 regarding a potential litigation matter. 

Additions to add to the agenda: #1 Appointment of Patrick Crowley to the Emergency Management Committee.  #2. 
Devoto asked for a written letter regarding the East Corinth Village Store be added to the agenda  #3 Demrow request 
that under item #13 he has an update on the Breadloaf Closeout on the Town Hall back wall project. Groschner made a 
motion to approve the amended agenda. Demrow seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 


Approval of  Minutes from 7/7/26

Norm Collette refuted 3 statements made at the 7/7/26 minutes regarding the Meadow Meeting House (MMH) cemetery 
discussion. He asked that it be corrected which the SB agreed to. Groschner made a motion to accept the changes to the 
minutes. Demrow seconded, the motion passed unanimously.  Devoto made a motion to approve the SB minutes from 
7/7/26 with the corrections. Demrow  seconded and the motion passed. unanimously. 


Appointment to Emergency Management Committee

Demrow made a motion to appoint Patrick Crowley to the Emergency Management Committee. Devoto seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.


Highway Dept Report

 Road Commissioner Porter said that garbage was piled up at the Transfer Station on July 4th when it was closed. He 
requested that in the future the board ask Casella to open the transfer station on an alternate date such as a Friday or 
Sunday when a holiday falls on a Saturday and that they let the Town Clerk know ahead of time. Porter graciously said he 
will contact Casella. 


Road Foreman Blodgett presented a grant agreement for $27,500 for the board to sign. The grant will cover ditching on 
roads with $7,375 match from the town.


Demrow asked about the status of selling one of the dumptrucks. Blodgett said Charlebois offered $20,000 which is way 
under value. Groschner said timing for FY26 revenue is a factor and asked Blodgett to explore other sale options quickly. 


Lynn Scortino on Tullar Rd asked about responsibility for under driveway culverts. Blodgett stated that it is clearly stated 
on the town website that it is the property owners responsibility. 


Public Comments

Sarah Polli brought up her concern about the East Corinth cemetery which has not been cleaned up recently. Collette said 
that the Cemetery Commission has the budget for it but needs to hire some workers as the Cemetery Commissioners are 
too busy.


Jeff McLaughlin said he wants to buy a piece of property across the road from his residence and is concerned about being 
taxed on a “building lot.” He has no intentions of building on the lot. The board informed him that if he wants it included as 



contiguous to his existing property to buy it and have the lot line adjusted by the Planning Commission. Also, he should 
check with the listers and could consider putting a building restriction in the deed for the new parcel.


Both Neil and Ahn Ryan separately brought up their concerns about the Corinth Selectboard’s lack of promoting public 
participation in the TRORC and LURB plan. Ahn Ryan asked why none of her emails to the board were responded to. 
Groschner explained that the board can not respond as a group. She and other board members said that there were 
numerous meetings that were well publicized. One thing Neil Ryan said is that the new plan bans any future retail in 
Corinth. Devoto explained that there was abundant outreach and agreed with some of the Ryans' complaints.  Anyone 
can access the details of the TRORC plan questions by watching the recording on the town website.


Bob Fortunati from Rollie Day Rd raised concerns about potential damage to trees from grading on Coppermine Rd. He 
showed the board photos of maple trees along the road with road material piled at the base of the tree. Fortunati stated 
that he has brought this issue up numerous times to no avail. He demanded that the board and road commissioner meet 
him on site.  


Cemetery Commissioner Norm Collette submitted a letter of complaint to the Town of Corinth Selectboard, attached to 
these minutes below.


Jon Ruggles asked about the status of the burnt out house on Village Rd in East Corinth. Devoto said he asked the 
Building Safety Officer for a report on the property. He will remind her. Ruggles then asked about the “sidewalk through 
East Corinth village” status. Groschner explained that there are no funds to help with this project and the path cannot go 
across private property. Demrow stated that the board can not justify building paths on private land. 


Cemetery Commissioner Luke Campbell asked for a meeting with Groschner and the cemetery commissioners regarding 
the Meadow Meeting House Cemetery and Friends of the Meadow Meeting House, and possibly engaging a mediator. He 
indicated he would like to attend the meeting. 


Town Email Policy

Groschner requested that the three selectboard members, delinquent tax collector, town hall facilities manager, and other 
town officeholders who have been assigned licenses paid for by the Town in the Microsoft Outlook email system 
consolidate all town business in the new system and abandon other private emails (like gmail) for town business. Agreed.


FMMH Resolution Revised

Tabled


Tax Rate Approval

Demrow asked for the item to be tabled to Monday night’s financial meeting. Agreed.


Delinquent Tax Process Policy

It was noted that delinquent tax notices were not sent out in June. Groschner proposed to have a delinquent tax policy in 
place. Devoto suggested that the delinquent tax collector attend selectboard meetings. Demrow said the delinquent tax 
collector should at least submit a written report each month to the selectboard in time for its financial meeting.


SB Financial Policy Review

Tabled


East Corinth Store dilapidated building report

Devoto read his written report regarding the ongoing problem of the East Corinth Village Store regarding the dangerous 
structural damage and the many selectboard and building safety officer notifications to the owner with no response. 

Devoto made a motion for selectboard approval:


Motion on 657 Village Road made at August 4, 2026 Selectboard Meeting

I move that the Selectboard of the Town of Corinth find the property owner, Michelle

Walker, in violation of the Dilapidated Building Ordinance and assess civil penalties as follows:




1. A Building Safety Order was issued on December 6, 2022 , and a subsequent

Building Safety Order under the Amended Ordinance was issued on June 29,

2024, regarding the property at 657 Village Road.

2. The deadline for compliance with the June 29, 2024 Order was August 4, 2024.

As of this date, August 3, 2026, the Building Safety Officer (BSO) has confirmed

that no substantial remediation has occurred, and the hazardous conditions

persist.

3. No written notice of appeal was filed with the Town Clerk within the 30-day

statutory window following the service of either the 2022 or 2024 Orders.

4. The BSO reports document imminent hazards, including:

a. The imminent collapse of the barn structure into the Tabor Branch of the

Waits River.

b. Threat of damage to public infrastructure (the Village Road bridge).

c. Threat of damage to the neighboring East Corinth Congregational Church.

d. Structural instability and missing load-bearing columns in the main store

building.

5. In determining the daily fine amount, the Selectboard has considered the

following factors:

a. Impact on Public Health, Safety, and Welfare: The risk of structural

collapse and the potential for debris to dam the river or damage the bridge

creates a high-severity threat to the entire Village of East Corinth.

b. Knowledge of Condition: The owner has had actual knowledge of these

conditions since at least December 6, 2022.

c. Record of Compliance: The owner has a multi-year record of

non-compliance and has failed to act despite repeated formal warnings

and extensions.

d. Deterrence: A maximum fine is necessary to deter continued neglect of a

property that poses a direct threat to public infrastructure and

neighboring historic structures.

6. Pursuant to Section (V)B of the Ordinance, the Selectboard hereby assesses the

following:

a. One-Time Civil Penalty: $150.00 for the initial violation of the December

6, 2022 Order.

b. Daily Accrued Fines: A daily fine of $10.00 per day for the period

beginning March 11, 2023, through August 6, 2024 (514 days: $5,140.00;

and a daily fine of $75.00 per day for the period beginning August 7, 2024,

through August 4, 2026 (726 days; $54,450.00); totaling $59,590.

c. Total Penalty to Date: A total assessed penalty of $59,590.00 plus any

additional daily fines of $75.00 per day that continue to accrue until the

property is brought into full compliance.

7. The Selectboard further authorizes Town Counsel to take steps to prepare an

action in Orange County Superior Court for the collection of the total debt, for

injunctive relief to abate the hazards, and for the recovery of all costs and

reasonable attorney's fees as permitted by the Town's Ordinance and Vermont

Law

Demrow seconded and the motion passed unanimously. Devoto will send a letter and copy of this motion to the owner.  


ALL ACCESS; Status of Installation of computers, internet, phones

ALL ACCESS CEO meeting with office staff this Thursday.

 

Other Business/Correspondence

Attorney Oliver Trombley will oversee the Fall tax sale. His charge is $300 per hour and Paralegals $175 per hour. 
Demrow made a motion to authorize Chair Groschner to sign the engagement letter from Oliver Trombley. Devoto 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously.




Demrow received the final bill from Breadloaf for the Town Hall Back Wall Project. Collette negotiated with the vice 
president of Breadloaf for a total of $251,374.10 and a final invoice of $19,433.89.Collette’s attention to detail on this 
project helped immeasurably. Demrow will have the total budget for the whole project at Monday night’s SB financial 
meeting. MERP grant total is $411, 000.


Adjournment

Devoto made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Demrow seconded and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting 
ended at 8:45 PM.





