REPORT- 24 V.S.A 4441c

I PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

1. General reorganization and minor language changes.

a. Purpose: The reorganization is intended to enhance the
understandability of the Subdivision Bylaw and make it easier to
navigate.

2. Delete existing section 4.3. and insert the words “proposed uses” in
new sections 3.2 and 4.3.3.

a. Purpose: The existing section proved unpopular and difficult to
enforce. The change is in the timing of when “proposed uses”
must be identified. This change is intended to make the Bylaw
more workable.

3. Delete existing section 4.1.1 and replace it with the following

provision:

a) Design, including proposed roads, utilities, building envelopes,
and areas of tree cutting, shall demonstrate reasonable efforts to
avoid: stone walls; stream crossings; intrusion by more than 100’
into areas of prime or statewide agricultural soils; areas within 50’
of wetlands (as shown on state maps); land identified by the
Agency of Natural Resources as “significant natural communities,”
“deer wintering areas,” or containing “rare and threatened species;”

and any lands within mapped river corridors.



b) Proposed lot lines shall avoid creating lots more than four times
deep as wide, and lots with frontage shall have at least 100’ of
frontage on a town road.

¢) Rights-of-way to proposed lots shall not exceed 500’ in length.

e) No parcel shall be created solely consisting of lands that may not
be developed in compliance with town and state regulations unless
such parcel is limited by deed restrictions to conservation and
recreational use.

5.1.2 On lands shown as forest blocks under the Town Plan being
subdivided and requiring a permit under these Bylaws:

a) New building envelopes on subdivision plans shall be located no
more than 300’ from public roads and cut lines shall be established
that reasonably minimize forest clearing.

b) On parcels over 35 acres, proposed lot lines shall reasonably
avoid fragmenting areas of forest through locating lots along the
forest or parcel edge such that at least 80% of the land is left in a
contiguous undeveloped block that is precluded from development

in the subdivision permit other than recreational trails.

a. Purpose: The goal of this revision is to protect and preserve

forest blocks, wildlife habitat and natural resources.

! TOWN PLAN

1. The proposed amendment conforms with and furthers the goals,

policies and land use considerations of the Town Plan. The Corinth



Town Plan, adopted in 2019, includes the following guidance and

directions.

a. Section lll - Economic Development

Goals: 1. Development will minimize impacts to the rural and
residential character of Corinth. 2. The Town should consider more
land use regulations in support of the above goals and policies.

b. Section VIlI- Present and Future Land Use.

Goals: 1. Support development which enhances the Town’s rural
character, wildlife habitats, historic resources, and scenery. 2.
Respect the community's values as demonstrated by the scale
and form of existing development. 3. Allow landowners to realize a
reasonable and customary return from their land. 4. Balance the
rights of individuals and the community. Focus development so as
to maximize open space and minimize the expansion of town
services, specifically roads.

Recommendations: The Planning Commission should develop
land use regulations, incentives, and an appropriate permitting
process to encourage development consistent with the Town’s
Corinth Town Plan 2019 historic, rural character. These regulations
should be designed to minimize the impact of development on
town services, including roads, administration, and emergency
services, and maximize open space. These regulations must be
consistent with the goals and objectives of this Town Plan.

c. Section Xl - Natural Resources

Goals 1. Maintain the natural diversity and population of wildlife,
including natural predators in proper balance by reducing the
fragmentation of forestlands and habitat connectors.

Policies 1 Encourage long-term protection of high priority forest
habitats. 2 Deer wintering areas and endangered species sites
should be protected from developments and other uses that
adversely impact the resources. 3 Development shall be
designed so as to preserve continuous areas of wildlife habitat.
4 Fragmentation of wildlife habitat is discouraged. Effort shall



be made to maintain connecting links between such areas. 5
Preference shall be given to development that utilizes existing
roads and field lines. 6 Development including the construction
of utilities and roads in high priority forest blocks and habitat
connectors is incompatible with this Plan. 7 Encourage sound
forest management practices. 8 Public investments should be
planned to minimize development pressure on agricultural and
forest lands.

Il OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

The proposed amendment does not affect the availability of safe and

affordable housing or planned community facilities.



