HIGHWAY ORDINANCE
TOWN OF CORINTH, VERMONT

ARTICLEI. TITLE, AUTHORITY, AND ADOPTION

This Ordinance is entitled the Highway Ordinancawm of Corinth, Vermont, and is
based on the Authority of Title 24 V.S.A. Sectidri®¥1-1976. This Ordinance shall be
adopted by resolution of the Board of Selectmeacitordance with the procedure
outlined in 24 V.S.A. Section 1972.

ARTICLE Il1.PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish mpaigolicy and practice on the
maintenance and upgrading of existing town roadstamescribe construction standards
and procedures for accepting new roads into the tughway system.

ARTICLE Il1Definitions of town highways

Class|l Town Highway: Those highways selected as the most importa@bnmth,
and whose purpose is to secure trunk lines of irggdnighways from town to town and
to places which by their nature have more thanremabamount of traffic.

Class|Il Town Highway: Those highways built to a lower standard than <lalut
negotiable, under normal conditions, all seasortb@fear by a standard pleasure car.
Class Il highways must have sufficient surface basge, adequate drainage, and
sufficient width capable to provide winter mainteoe.

Class|V Town Highway: All other town highways.

Trail: A town right-of-way not maintained by the town amabn which the town has no
legal liability. The right-of-way may range frore width of a footpath to a full three
rods. Trails are frequently used for hiking, snavaifing, and horseback riding, and
other recreational activities.

Pentroad: A town highway which may be enclosed by gates,,lmarstiles by the
owner of the land during any part of the year prawal is granted in writing by the
Board of Selectmen.

Discontinued Road: A former town highway which has been legally disedl, with the
land title and right-of-way reverting to adjaceand owners.

ARTICLE IV: STANDARDS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND
UPGRADING OF TOWN HIGHWAYS.



4.1 Waivers: If the Selectmen find that any of the following saferations require
waiver of one or more of the standards, they magadla@onsideration of public interests,
topography, adequacy of highway design, ease af samoval, drainage, or
maintenance of safe conditions.

4.2 Standards:

a. Design: Highway design shall be based on projected maximum
average daily travel including future extensiond asage.

b. Inspection:  All highway designs, including cut and fill plarggavel pit
plans, surveys, layouts, right-of-way, road corcdtam site, preparation and
construction shall be inspected by the town Roaahi@ssioner and Selectmen.
Professional engineering, surveying and legal caempe may be employed by
the town to provide inspection and counseling sewvto town Selectmen as
considered necessary in authorizing, inspectingaacdpting the construction or
altering of highways which shall be at applicamgense if for construction of
new roads or upgrading of existing Class IV roads.

C. Right-of-Way: The right-of-way shall be fifty feet in width, vait
additional slope rights where necessary. The haghsurface for travel shall be
built in the center of the right-of-way and thehtigpf-way shall be cleared to
permit and facilitate snow removal and proper neiahce of drainage ditches,
culverts, slopes and banks, accesses, turnoutsiaratounds, and other features
of the highways. Dead and diseased trees, braghstamps shall be removed.
Cutting of all trees and other vegetation fromtilgat-of-way shall be
accomplished in consideration of erosion poterainal the development of
reasonable and good aesthetic qualities of theNdgs. Road design and
drawings shall reflect the general clearing plan.

d. Shoulders:  Shoulders shall extend at least two feet on eatshdafithe
traveled surface of a highway built or improvedCiorinth. Shoulders shall be
slightly pitched to prevent excessive erosion amshie conditions.

e. Highway Sub-Grade and Surface Preparation: The highway shall
have a minimum of twelve inches of packed graW&here extreme subsoill
conditions exist the Selectmen may require theofiselditional amounts of
gravel. The traveled portion of all public roatials be a minimum of sixteen feet
in width and shall conform to State of Vermont skaml sheet A65 and/or as
specified in particular locations by the Selectnmeaonsideration of subsurface
conditions, banks and slopes, grades, turnoutesaagays, and other highway
features. Gravel shall be good bank run, meet datr@epartment of Highway
Specifications for Gradation. No stone larger thiaxnnches shall be placed in
the twelve inch depth of gravel and no stone latigen two inches shall be
placed in the top three inches. Gravel surfac# bhdine and graded and
compacted to the required grade with grader, rofied hand labor.



f. Drainage Ditches.  Drainage Ditches shall be provided where
necessary: and shall be constructed to preveliration of water into the gravel
subbase and to conduct storm drainage to waterarayabsorption areas.
Accordingly, drainage ditches adjacent to roadsiarenally to be at least twelve
inches below finished grade to minimize spring kegaconditions. Ditches shall
be shaped to prevent excessive erosion on bothdgrand right-of-way or bank
sides of the ditch cross sections.

0. Culverts: Culverts shall be installed during constructiortaf
highway subbase and surface preparation. Backféikicavations for culverts
shall be compacted to prevent or minimize settiingurface, shoulders, or
slopes. Culverts shall be determined by the Selectafter review of the
drainage characteristics. Culverts shall be &t ligfeen inches in diameter.
Culvert sections shall be properly joined and sesténd at least two feet beyond
highway surface and shoulder width. Culverts sbaltorrugated steel. Inlet and
outlet ditches, boxes and other protection necessall be provided to minimize
erosion damage at culvert inlet and outlet aread @ banks, slope or ditches.
Culverts shall be of adequate length to permit éasyng on or off the highway
and shall be kept as low as possible. Culverts thwee feet in diameter shall
conform to Stare of Vermont Highway Department dtads, specifications,
designs, and guidance on a case-by-case basis.

h. Grades: Highway grades shall not exceed ten percent uplagsd
or double tacked and in no case shall grade exXoeetten percent. Finished
grades (transverse and longitudinal) shall be sheabto eliminate sharp dips in
traveled surface and, as may be necessary, to tpeffroient snow removal and
proper drainage.

i Alignment and Curves: Highways shall be aligned and constructed
as to afford safe travel, visibility, and accesslinveather conditions, proper
drainage shall be maintained on curves and briggeoaches.

. Bridges: Bridge design and construction shall conformuent
State of Vermont Highway Department standards,iBpations, designs, and
guidance on a case-by-case basis.

K. Turnarounds: Turnarounds on dead end highways shall have a
radius large enough to accommodate all equipmehtahicles using or
servicing the road and area including fire equipind@rainage shall be provided
to prevent impounding of water. Roadside featshes| permit proper snow
storage.

[ Turnoffs: Turnoffs with adequate elevation, surface, dragag
ditches, and culverts will be provided to permiegaassing under summer



conditions and winter conditions, and shall be disiened and constructed to
enable effective and efficient snow removal.

m. Driveways and appr oaches:

1. Driveways and approach roads entering upon dicphlyhway shall be
constructed at a ninety degree angle to such higharashall be provided with a
surfaced area of ninety degree angle. They slakdnstructed with a dip or
depression where the grade of the highway meetgrtue of the shoulder of the
driveway or approach road. Guidance provided byeStd Vermont standard
sheet A76 (or current update) should be follow&dilverts shall be installed and
shall conform to standards for culverts stated abdvegetation and trees shall be
removed as necessary to provide for visibility aatety. (See next section).

2. Minimum sight distance shall be:
a. 325 feet in areas where vehicle speed is ddrby
state speed limit;
b. 175 feet in areas controlled by local speedt lit@xcept
as in c.) below:
c. 100 feet for Class IV highways.

3. (Major changes in existing access ways. (eetd #ntrances) shall comply
with 1. and 2. above. Major change includes, buat limited to; field
entrance to residence driveway, single family reiseé driveway to
multifamily residence driveway, single residenceelvay to multi-residence
roadway, or residence use to industrial or comraéuse.

4. When any of the above requirements cannot be\sth the owner may
apply to the Board of Selectmen for a waiver. Nsagstraffic control costs
will be borne by the owner.

n. Slopesand banks:  Vertical or sharp cut faces, excepting ledge,
shall not be permitted. Soil stability of bank k& a design
consideration, and slope or bank shall be designédconstructed to
prevent instability, slides, washes, or other disince to the slope or
bank surface or sub-surface. Banks shall notferemwith snow removal.
After construction and final grading of banks, bsmkll be seeded to
minimize surface erosion. Cribbing or rip rap $bal provided where
necessary.

0. Guard Railsand Posts; Guard rails and posts will be
provided to meet essential traffic control and safeeds and shall not
interfere with snow removal. Normally, any highwaigh a slope or bank
falling away on a steep slope of 4:1 or steepeanftioe road surface, and
which is ten feet or higher in elevation, shallgoetected with a guard ralil
and guard posts. Guard posts and rails shall &gwdwvided to warn and



protect traffic from ledge or other obstruction wheecessary in
consideration of traffic volume, road width, andesa

p. The Board of Selectmen shall determine whenemghtation of
these standards is necessary.

ARTICLE V.HIGHWAY ACCEPTANCE: CONDITIONS AND PROCEDURES

51  General Procedures: Before the Board of selectmen votes to accept any
new highway into the town highway system, it shalldesigned, laid out, and
constructed by the owner (s) in conformance withstandards prescribed in Article IV
of this ordinance. If an application is made lBefmolders to the Board of Selectmen to
reclassify a class IV highway, the Board may regjas a condition of approval that the
applicant (s) comply at their sole expense with @ngll standards prescribed in Article
IV which the Selectmen judge to be requisite udercircumstances.

52 Tax Base Before the Board of Selectmen considers acceptingpgrading a
road, they shall balance the cost of constructimyraaintaining that road with the
following factors:

a. the number of year-round dwellings or structineiag served by the
highway:

b. The number of people intending to use the highwa
c. The number of vehicles intending to use thewegh

d. The need of year-round emergency vehicle adoemsy or all properties
accessed by the highway:

e. The need of school bus access:

f. The listed value and tax income from all projgsrbeing served by the
highway.

5.3  Application Process: An application including technical data, desigarsd
drawings shall be submitted to the selectmen beafeveroad construction is started and
before any road may be upgraded. The Selectmdirssha time for final inspection and
shall hold one or more public hearings before finatcepting any new road or
approving reclassification of an existing road ¢omged in accordance with Article IV
standards.

54  DeedtoTown: Before a road is accepted by the town: The owsjenf(the
property where it is built shall deed to the towfifts foot right-of-way, twenty five feet
each side of the centerline, including slope right®cessary: such deed to be a Vermont
warranty deed free and clear of all encumbrancdgamsperly supported by a survey



showing roadway and right-of-way center lines, emys, utility lines surface an/or sub-
surface), and major road features, alignment amngesu

55 Completion date:  Highways are to be completed by November One &b th
inspections and acceptance can be completed hefoter. Any highway completed
after November one will not be accepted until aliegme one the following year.

ARTICLE VI. POLICESAND PERMITS

6.1  Winter Plowing: Class Il town highways will be given highest prignivhen
storm conditions justify. All class Il highwaysiibe plowed to the extent necessary to
allow access to home of winter residents. No desasill be plowed by the Town of
Corinth, except as noted in section 6.3.

6.2 Classlll Town Highways: Any Class Ill town highway not meeting the
standards of this ordinance shall be upgradedrgpbowith Article IV upon
determination by the Selectmen that the public gnaies them a necessary part of the
town highway system under Article V, Section 5.2.

6.3 ClasslV Town Highways. Itis the policy of the Selectmen to maintain sl
highways as seasonal highways. As such, theywilbe plowed nor otherwise
maintained in winter except as ordered by the Bo&iSkelectmen because of emergency
or highly unusual circumstances. Also, they areexpected to be fully serviceable
during mud season”. Grading, installation andémiacement of culverts, ditch work,
and addition of gravel will be accomplished to ione the stability of the roadway as
funds, manpower, and other necessary work allow.

Any prospective landowner wishing to purchase grrome a property served by a Class
IV highway, should contact the Selectmen prioruecpase to ascertain the current level
of maintenance. Should any landowner with propadjacent to a Class IV highway
desire to improve the condition of the highwayntey do so at his own expense
provided an application is made, in writing, ang@r@val is granted by the Board of
Selectmen.

In evaluating whether to grant permission to alloypgrovements to any class IV
highways, the Selectmen shall consider the follgwin

a- Assurance that the Town of Corinth will haveresponsibility for
maintenance or any legal liability for damageséospns or property
occurring within the right-of-way limits.

b- The potential loss of the highways for wintesreational uses if the
landowner (s) choose to plow the highway at thein @xpense, if this
happens to be an issue, the landowner should dtternmaintain existing
recreational linkages through negotiations witlvge landowners abutting
the roadway.



6.4

c- Maintenance of a permanent access way to alkjsaof land served by the

highway.

d- The testimony of all abutting landowners witegect to the desirability of
making road improvements.

e- The improvements are consistent with the staisdaescribed in Section 4-2,
so that unnecessary re-working can be avoided ghoghway be reclassified
as class lll at some future date.

Obstructions to Highway/Access Per mits:

a.

b.

C.

Permits, issued by the Board of Selectmen, blealkquired to
develop, construct, or regrade any driveway, entram approach
to a town highway.

It shall be unlawful:

1. within a highway right-of-way:
a. to build a fence or building
b. or to deposit material of any kind:
c. orto affect in any way the grade:

2. orto obstruct a ditch, culvert, or drainagerseuhat drains a
highway.

3. orto fill or grade the land adjacent to a higlgwgo as to
divert the flow onto the highway right-of-way:

without written permission from the Board of Seteen

The Selectmen may make such rules and regusatitocarry out
the provisions of this section as will adequatehytgect and
promote the safety of the traveling public and lsinaho case deny
reasonable ingress and egress to property abttignigighways,
using said safety as the test for reasonableness.

An application to the Board of Selectmen foeanpit by reason of
development subject to the provisions of this secshall include
proposed highway access plan for the entire trfdletnal. The
board of selectmen may impose reasonable conditomsler to
reduce the number of accesses that will be reqfmreithe tract of
land. Such conditions may include set-back of@mstruction or
improvements from the highway to allow for provisiof frontage
road or roads, acceleration and deceleration lanéother areas



for off-highway control and management of vehidesl may
require reimbursement for costs to the Town ofalfation of
traffic control devices or road improvements readba required
by reason of development: and to permit integradibsuch access
and on-site traffic control facilities and connectiof frontage
roads between contiguous tracts of land as devedopin
occurring or may occur along the highway.

e. In addition, the Board of Selectmen: may, azhiggment occurs
on land abutting such highway, provide as a comwlitif any
permit for the elimination of access permitted éhender to the
degree a common frontage road may make eliminé@sible and
practicable.

f. In addition to any other enforcement powers thay be provided
for by law, the Board of Selectmen may institutegeedings
under 24 V.S.A. Section 43 to enforce this sectigrinjunctive
order, (2) assurance of discontinuance and, (3)manalty.

6.5  Construction and Maintenance of Accessto Town Highways: All cost of
developing, installing or maintenance of accestitias shall be the responsibility of the
individual requesting an access permit under 6tisfOrdinance and/or landowners
utilizing such access for their convenience. Stadts shall include paving or repaving
of surfaces, the installation or replacement oferk, maintenance of ditches and
necessary traffic control devices, including sigresdental to such access. Repair of
damage to these facilities caused by utilitiestramors, town maintenance crews or
other parties not affiliated with the applicant asmdandowner, will be an obligation of
all parties responsible for the damage.

6.6 Load Limits: Unless otherwise posted by the Board of Selecimen
accordance with 23 V.S.A. Section 1396, the léngd limit on all Class Il and Class
[l town highways in Corinth is twelve tons. Velss, including load, traveling on Class
IV roads shall not exceed eight ton.

6.7 Overload Permits. Requests for temporary permits can be made tBalaed

of Selectmen. In considering whether to grant saaimit, the Board shall take into
account possible damage to the roadway and thedi@aesponsibility of the permittee.
If a permit is issued and damage to roadways, bsdyg culverts occurs, the permittee
will be held financially responsible. Failure &pair such damage will result in the town
completing the work and billing the permittee.

Adopted August 31, 1987 Effective October 30,7198
Revised July 25, 1988 Revised effective Septer2be1988
Revised November 26, 1990 Revised effective Jgrtdg 1991

Revised December 14, 1992 Revised effective Feebprll, 1993






